i) 


DAB 
at Vit 


VU LE 


fem 


if 


MAR 2 1922 


Entered at the New York Post Office as Second Class Matter. 


WORLD 


THE 
LIBRARY 


Published Mid-Monthly. 


Vol. XXIV. No. 284. February, 
New Series 188. 3, 1922. 
One Shilling & Twopence Subscription 12/6 
Net. 1/- extra. 
‘A 
CONTENTS. 
7 PAGE 
Editorial 127 
Shelf Labels and After .. 129 
Coventry Public Libraries 132 
Letters on Our Affairs 134 
Library News 137 
Personal . 138 
Library Reports 140 
Reviews 141 
“ The International Index ” 141 
Correspondence 142 


GRAFTON & CO. 
8, Coptic St., Bloomsbury 
LONDON, W.C. 1 


a 
a 
| 
| | 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
=] j 
7 
4 
| 
7 
| 
psy 


LIBRARY 
SUPPLIES 


PUBLICITY POSTERS.—I1-in. by 14-in., 50 varieties. 
LIBRARY POSTERS.—3-in. by 11-in, 


POSTER HOLDERS.—5-in. and 10-in.,, finished Oak or 
Mahogany. 
PAMPHLET BINDERS.—Sin. by 7-in, to 12}-in. by 
17-in (28 sizes). 

DUPLEX PAMPHLET BINDERS.—5-in. by 8-in. to 12-in. 
by 16j-in. (11 sizes), to hold 2—6 pamphiets. 

SHELF AND CASE LABELS. — Printed with Dewey 
Decimal Classification Numbers. 


BLACK JAPANNED LABEL HOLDERS. 


Book Cards, Guide Cards, Date Slips, Daters, Celluloid 
Picture Holders, Adhesive Cioth, Adhesive Tape, Stitched 
Binders, Repair Outfits, Shellac-o, White, Gold and 
Engrossing Inks, Emibossing Stamps, etc. 


Prices on Application. Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


GAYLORD BROS, Syracuse, NY, 
GRAETON & CO,, Goptic House, London, 


- 
ad 
2 
| 
‘ 
ie 
| 
A 
+ 
a 
be 
“ 


EDITORIAL. 


Our contributor who reports the proceedings at the meeting of 
the Library Association at Westminster last month laments their 
intangibility and inconclusive character. Nevertheless, we venture 
to believe that meetings which bring before him the observations 
of such distinguished men as Mr. J. C. Squire and Mr. Hugh Walpole 
are of high value to the librarian who desires to know how his work 
impresses other men, and so to shape it that it may impress them 
more satisfactorily. Delightful as was Mr. Walpole’s address on 
the occasion in question, it showed that the brilliant novelist, like 
most other Britons, has gone abroad to see with clear eyes what 
he has failed to notice in the next street at home. This is char- 
acteristic. We remember hearing Mr. Francis Bond, of archi- 
tectural fame, remark that people go to France again and again 
to enthuse over the cathedrals there who are totally unaware that 
there is nothing in France more beautiful, if as beautiful, as the 
Angel Choir in Lincoln Cathedral. The analogy need not be pushed 
too far, but the fact did emerge that Mr. Walpole found the 
Americans so enthusiastic that they “ rushed him to see the public 
library.” 


* * 


We do not remember anyone being rushed to see a British public 
library, perhaps because Britons rarely rush to see anything less 


exciting than a football match ; but there is undoubtedly a difference 
that lies deeper. The poverty of libraries for generations, and 
the ambition of library authorities to do what required opulence 
with that poverty, has resulted in many public libraries which are 
astonishing in their inadequacy. As Mr. J. H. McCall told the 
L.A.A., the average man was puzzled to find handsome library 
buildings on bad sites in unsuitable surroundings, and ill-furnished 
with books. We have the leeway of 70 years to make up; and 
until the present inadequate and often dirty stocks of our lending 
libraries become really representative both of established and of 
current literature, the main implications of Mr. Walpole’s speech 
will remain. The testing-time of libraries is immediately ahead. 


* * 


Our ideals have a prosaic basis in finance, and 1922-23 is going 
to be a severe test of them. Every librarian is now engaged upon 
the question of estimates, without too great a hope of liberality 
upon the part of his community. The betrayal of the Education 
Act of 1918 is of the worst possible omen, and Englishmen do 
not respond in times of peace to choice words about the value 
of culture if they involve his pocket. It is true that money is not 
so plentiful as it was; but there were never so many motor-cars or 
more amusements than now, and money is found for these some- 
how. Be that as it may, we are hopeful that by a wise restraint 
libraries may weather the present crisis safely. The only danger 
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is that too much may be foregone this year ; that estimates may 
be reduced to a level which may be endured for one year but may 
be disastrous if continued. It is so much easier to reduce than to 
au gment, and it will not be easy to increase the amounts allowed 
this year for libraries for some years to come. 


Librarians are justly concerned about their salaries at present. 
War bonus as such is naturally declining in consonance with the 
figures of the official index, and, seeing the conditions on which 
bonus was granted, no objection can be made. The crucial matter 
is that salaries ought not to return to an approximation to pre-war 
level or to fifty per cent. above that. Librarians were so badly 
paid before the war that any such reduction, which might be most 
unpleasant for other branches of the public service, would be for 
them a real hardship. Nothing can be deduced from the salaries 
being paid at the moment, as nearly all are “ in process of revision,” 
which means of reduction. From information we have received, 
we learn that the average salary paid to chief librarians in towns 
of from 90,000 to 300,000 population is £601, and the average in 
towns of from 150,000 to 300,000 is £690. Of course, the higher 

pulations show much higher figures than the averages. Deputy 
ibrarians are more difficult to gauge, but £350 and £420 are about 
the equivalent figures. The inequalities in the salaries of towns of 
equal population are startling. In two of equal size the salaries 
are respectively £1,000 and £550 for the chief librarians. And in 
one or two towns there is a remarkable disparity between the 
remuneration of the first and second members of the staff. One 
town pays its librarian with emoluments £1,000, while his deputy 
is paid £300. 
* * * 

We are extremely loth to mention any town by name in con- 
nexion with salaries, but Birmingham stands out in a way that 
calls for a protest in the interest of the whole library profession. 
For the organization, administration and control of that great 
system of libraries the chief librarian receives the totally inadequate 
salary of £750; that is to say, substantially less than the deputy 
librarians in the only two cities in England that may be compared 
with Birmingham. The Midland Metropolis has a large reputation 
as a library pioneer, and we are convinced that just payment of 
their librarian has not been properly considered of late by the 


citizens. 


Nothing is more significant of the change in opinion towards the 
question of open-access in libraries than the re-organization on 
this system of the Great Smith Street Library at Westminster. 
The parliamentary city is a conservative place, and its conversion 
in this particular seals for good the claims of the open-shelf method. 
The work has been done on a generous scale, and its results are 
as pleasing to librarians as they will undoubtedly be to the public. 
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SHELF-LABELS 
AND 
AFTER, 


TWENTY-FIVE years ago, W. E. Gaylord and H. J. Gaylord, who 
at that time were employed in a local savings-bank in Syracuse, 
N.Y., inspired with the ambition to rise in life which is so character- 
istic of Americans, thought out a scheme by which they might start 
an enterprise of their own after working hours. One of the 
problems which confronted them at the bank was the repairing 
of bank-notes, and they conceived the idea of manufacturing a 
special kind of gummed paper suitable for this purpose. 

On September Ist, 1896, they invested their entire surpluscapital 
of six dollars in glue, tin basins, brushes, and tissue paper. Appar- 
ently their early efforts to obtain a transparent gummed paper 
were successful, and after a short time they were able to despatch 


a business letter to all the banks of their country, asking them to 
try the sample of gummed tissue, and if it were found satisfactory 
to remit the small sum of 20c. or otherwise to return the sample 
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to the manufacturers. A fortnight passed before the first reply 
was received from the Bowery Savings Bank, at that time one of 
the biggest Savings Banks in the United States. 

From the bank to the library was but a short step in the advance 
of the Gaylord Bros.’ enterprise. A librarian happening to see 
their special style of gummed paper wrote enquiring whether it 
could not be cut in strips for repairing torn books in the library. 
The heads of the firm were not slow in following up this lead, and 
immediately sent for a list of all the libraries in the United States. 
They followed up the idea by sending to each library a packet of 


the paper cut into strips for book repairs. It is worthy of note that 
the libraries were only asked 15c. or the return of the packet, a 
reduction of 5c. on the price charged to the banks. Again a pause 
occurred in the activities of the firm. An explation of the delay was 
received a week later from a librarian who stated that the transparent 
paper was not strong enough for the purpose, but he held out a 
grain of comfort to the manufacturers by asking whether they could 
furnish a gummed adhesive cloth in its place. Still working ener- 
getically at the bank until closing hours, the Gaylord brothers 


scoured the town of Syracuse in search of a dry goods stores that 
could supply a cloth with the necessary durability, and experiments 
were immediately started with a gummed cloth. Soon afterwards 
several superintendents of schools ordered adhesive paper, and a 
list of schools was added to the banks and libraries as possible 
customers. 

It was not until 1903, seven years after the initial effort, that the 
firm branched out into a variety of bank requirements such as 
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coin wrappers, currency straps, etc.; but the new venture, necessi- 
tating, as it did, a good deal of experimental work, and a larger 
range of stock, was not immediately successful from the financial 
point of view. At that time business looked black indeed, and a 
well-meaning friend advised the two enterprising young men 
to go back to banking as a career. Undaunted, however, they 
decided to struggle through, and their persistence was rewarded 


ow ress 


by a decided turn for the better in the eighth year of business, so 
that in 1908 the elder brother was able to resign his position in the 
bank, and his partner followed him in 1909. Once able to devote 
their whole time and energies to the business, the brothers advanced 
with rapid strides. The great test of every new article put on the 
market was that it should be asked for by /wo librarians, after which 

they found it would be a “ sure-fire winner.”” From extraordinarily 
small beginnings the business has increased to such an extent in “3 
ten years that at the present time as much business is done per day - 
as was done per year at the beginning of the venture. ; 


The work is under the persona! supervision of an experienced and 
trained librarian, and the co-operation of other librarians is frequently 
obtained. Suggestions for new supplies needed, or constructive ‘ 
criticism leading to the improvement of articles already manu- az 
factured, is welcomed by the firm : 
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At Gaylord’s the librarian’s every need is catered for, and ona 
generous scale. Pamphlet binders galore, publicity material, 
complete repairing outfits, reading-room supplies, folding boxes, 
case and shelf labels with the Dewey Decimal numbers, most useful 
to the British librarian who employs the Dewey Decimal Classifica- 
tion, are among the many articles manufactured by this progressive 
firm. The illustrations that accompany this article need little 
additional description, for the utility of the supplies is self-evident. 

The firm of Gaylord Bros. has, of necessity, been somewhat 
restricted in its dealings with British libraries owing to the fact that 
their supplies were not known on this side, but this difficulty has 
now been overcome by the recent establishment of an agency in 
London, where librarians can inspect samples and where enquiries 
and orders can receive attention without trouble or ‘delay. It is 
expected that this new arrangement will lead to the introduction 
of Gaylord Library Supplies into a large and increasing number of 
British libraries. 


COVENTRY PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 


During the past few years the growth in the stock of books at 
the Gulson Library at Coventry has compelled the Committee to 
make considerable alterations to relieve the congestion. These 
alterations have now been completed. The departments of the 
library now comprise the following :— 

(1) The General Reference Hall, comprising the P or Public 
Collection (on open shelves) of ready-reference an! “key” books ; 
the History and Topography bays; the Education bays; the 
Literature gallery ; and the Philosophy and Religion gallery. 

(2) The Commercial and Technical Reference Room (illustrated). 
A development of the original commercial section, much augmented 
by co-operative work with the Coventry Chamber of Commerce. 

(3) The Home Reading Hall (illustrated). 

(4) The Fiction Room. 

(5) The Newsroom. 

(6) The Fretton Room of Coventry and Warwickshire Literature, 

The Commercial Section, established as a part of the Reference 
Library in June, 1915, is one of the most important departments 
of the Gulson Library. It now contains nearly 2,500 volumes and 
about 5,000 pamphlets ; the periodicals regularly received number 
185, and these include commercial periodicals from all parts of the 
world. The Gulson Library is within a few steps of Broadgate, 
which is the business centre of Coventry; and the Commercial 
Library is conveniently situated on the ground floor, just inside 
the main entrance. The whole department is conducted on the 
open shelf system. A considerable amount of business is transacted 
by letter and telephone. Since 1917 one firm alone has sent over 
seventy letters to the library, and the telephone calls from the same 
firm have been probably twice as numerous. 
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For a long time the Home Reading Department has been unsatis- 
factory. A small extension of it was built about ten years ago ; 
but at length the Committee were compelled to remove it to the 
large hall, where it has been possible to display all the stock of 
this valuable department, and to provide more room for the public. 
Additional shelf room can be provided in this hall by the erection of 
two side galleries. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 
Your Drama. 

I have received a letter from a distinguished and gentle friend, 
who, writing more in grief than in anger, expresses his regret at 
the tone, and particularly the “ langwidge,”’ of your Headache Hall. 
I have replied in all humility—though why I should be your apologist 
I don’t know—-that the youth of this unregenerate day do use such 
speech and think such thoughts ; and that in all probability you 
thought you were not writing for babes and sucklings. There is a 
dignity in things, however, and you must respect it, even if, as 
you may well retort, the swear-words of to-day become the polite 
conversation of the morrow. Personally, I think your dramatic 
skit on Bernard Shaw's article in The Librarian was really clever ; 
and I hear that certain histrionically-inclined members of the 
L.A. propose to produce it at an Annual Meeting to lend much- 
needed light relief to what is usually a solemn business. 

CRITICISM. 

Which reminds me,—A certain young librarian in the Midlands 
has expressed his view that the Manchester Conference was 
indifferent both in papers and in general organization; and he 
even went to the length of saying that it was wrong to expect 
committees to send delegates to such useless meetings. Asa criticism 
I have rarely read anything more fantastically foolish. It shows 
that the speaker failed entirely to comprehend the purport of the 
Conference ; but what I am more concerned about is the unwisdom 
that expresses such injurious opinions in an open meeting in the 
presence of members of library committees. And, as it is a foolish 
opinion, so it is an unfair and ungenerous one to our Manchester 
hosts, who did everything possible for our pleasure and _ profit. 
Someday the speaker may grow up, I hope. 

INTERNATIONAL WORK. 

It was my hope that much would have been heard of an Inter- 
national Easter School this year. Last vear there was a small one, 
as you will remember, in Brussels, and thereafter the Record’s own 
particular scribe, the unknown F.B., waxed enthusiastic about a 
possible library visit to Italy. I also seem to have heard of an 
anticipated visit to Holland. This has all come to nothing, I suppose, 
which is a pity, as the time is auspicious for re-knitting the friend- 
ships made before the war with foreign librarians. In the old days 
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the L.A.A. arranged these excursions, but even this brave Associa- 
tion seems to have lost the snap and virility it once possessed. 


YOUNG versus OLD. 

At the same time I do not hold with the views of F.B. that the 
modern certificated assistant is a degenerate in the sense that he 
cannot initiate new movements in the libraries. He has a crushing 
reply to us greybeards, if he desires to use it ; and that is, he is so 
much occupied in resetting the foundations that F.B.’s venerable 
pioneers laid so badly that he has little or no time for the vague 
developments spoken of so glibly by that worthy. And—who is 
F.B., anyway ? 

To BEAUTIFY, AS WE May. 

However, there are interesting fields for the young librarian to 
conquer. For example, the old librarian, whom F.B. admires so 
profoundly, managed to make public libraries cold, official and 
unattractive, as if the icy atmosphere of post-office or railway 
station were the model ; and it is only the dynamic in the library 
itself that has made it successful. Mr. Hugh Walpole conjured 
up a picture of American libraries which involved cheerful, well 
decorated rooms, with ferns, flowers, and pictures, and books spread 
attractively on tables for all who will to examine, with, I suppose, 
comfortable chairs in which even lending library readers may sit 
to sample books. One or two libraries we know, amongst them 
Coventry, are endeavouring to reach these comforts. They should 
be universal. In fact, so far as urban libraries are concerned, the 
aim must now be to clear away any suggestion of the merely official 
building. The average newsroom is an aesthetic atrocity, for 
example. Bare walls, ugly stands and tables, and sometimes foul 
air in addition ; no decoration worth the name, and no attempt 
to link the room with other departments. 


Wuat May Be Done. 

The attempts to abolish the newsroom have much to recommend 
them, but, frankly, they have failed. It remains, then, to reform 
it. It should be large enough for its purpose but by no means (as 
is usually the case) the most imposing apartment in a library. 
Three colours, or tones, at least should be used in the decoration, 
each chosen to reflect light. Pictures with colour in them, and 
some of them in gilt frames, should adorn the walls. The stands 
should be of wider angle than is usual, and rather lower ; should 
be well polished and the rods lacquered, and kept so. The labels 
should be good ones, such as gold-letters on black beneath bevelled 
glass ; the old black letters on white enamelled tin are more fit for 
a public convenience than a library. The space should be so 
arranged that ferns on pedestals, or other plants, can be placed in 
the room. All notices should be well written (preferably by a 
professional ticket writer and not printed) and should harmonize 
with the decoration. Finally, the contents of the room should be 
limited to newspapers. Time-tables are better in the reference 
library's quick-reference section, as are directories, etc., etc. 
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OBJECTIONS. 

“Tf you only knew our folk, you wouldn’t suggest any such 
refinements,’ I can hear it said. ‘‘ The newsroom attracts every 
kind of undesirable in a way that no other department does.” It 
may be so; locality accounts for much. Experience proves, how- 
ever, that wherever dignity and beauty are offered to the public 
they respond with dignified and careful behaviour. What sense 
of respect or feeling of refinement does the average newsroom 
inspire? ‘‘ Beauty is truth,” saith Keats; but the librarian may 
also urge, ‘‘ Beauty is good business.’’ Ask any librarian who has 
made efforts this way. ERATOSTHENES. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 

writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 


LIBRARY NEWS. 

[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome.} 

From FuLHaAm Public Libraries we have received a neat little 
programme of the lantern lectures to children that are being given 
this winter. The programme, which is used also as a ticket of 
admission, gives short well-selected reading lists and notes on the 
library provisions and on the cost of books. 

The programme of free lectures arranged for the spring by the 
IsLinGToN Public Libraries includes one on “‘ Rates and How to 
Escape Them,’’—-but we are sadly afraid there must be a “ catch ”’ 
in it somewhere. Other lectures—of a less optimistic type—are 
on ‘‘ Mr. Pepys and his Diary,’’ ““ Hampstead in the Olden Time,”’ 
“Tennyson,” and “‘ Mountaineering in the Highlands of Scotland,” 
the last by Dr. E. A. Baker. 

Tue LEEps Commercial Library, opened scarcely two years ago 
on the advice of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce, is playing an 
increasingly important part in the city’s educational scheme, and 
its value is being discovered by an ever-increasing number of users. 
Frequently the demands upon its accommodation are so great 
that insufficient chairs are available for those who are consulting 
works of reference. The Libraries Committee, of which Mr. Fred 
Bentley is chairman, is now considering the problem of increasing 
the available accommodation. Considering the relative importance 
of this new library and the old news room, the question of devoting 
the larger capacity to the new feature arises at once. The two rooms 
are adjacent ; the large news room, for newspapers and magazines, 
represents the old order, the commercial library represents the new. 
In a conversation on the subject of the library with Mr. Bentley 
and Mr. T. W. Hand, the City Librarian, it was stated that one of 
the features often consulted was the card index of Leeds industries. 
The city is noted for a very great variety of trades and occupations, 
and should anybody want to know where clay pipes or silk hats 
or violins are made they have only to turn up this card index of 
Leeds _ industries. 
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An exhibition of specially selected books for children occupied 
one of the rooms of the Children’s Department of the Carnegie 
Library of PrrrspuRGH for several weeks beginning with November 
14th. This exhibition, which was similar to those held annually 
by the Library for a number of years, included books in editions 
of various grades and prices from the comparatively cheap to the 
handsomely illustrated expensive ones. It gave an opportunity 
to anyone who intended to buy books as Christmas gifts to children, 
to examine at leisure some of the best books, both old and new. 

An organ recital was given recently at WARWICK under the 
auspices of the committee of the Carnegie Library (Warwickshire 
Education Committee). The noteworthy feature of the recital 
was that the programme—a most interesting and well-selected one 

was compiled from books in the music section of the library. 
May this be a hint to other libraries with good collections of music. 

A large and representative collection of paintings by the Hon. 
John Collier has been on exhibition for some time at the SuNDER- 
LAND Public Art Gallery. 

With every prospect of peace in Ireland we may now expect 
important developments in the provision of library facilities, 
especially through the activities of the Carnegie U.K. Trust. 


PERSONAL. 

For half-a-century Librarian in one borough is the unique record 
of Mr. ALFRED MorGan, who has recently celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of his appointment to Walsall, a position which he 
has filled with conspicuous ability, which has won universal satis- 
faction and the respect and esteem of the citizens. 

Mr. F. W. C. Pepper, Senior Assistant, Reference Library, 
Birmingham, has been appointed City Librarian of Winchester. 
Other selected candidates were Messrs. F. Edgcumbe (Hamp- 
sead) and S. Kirby (Wood Green). 

On the eve of his departure to take up his new appointment as 
librarian at Richmond, Mr. and Mrs. PIPER were honoured with 
public presentations at the Reference Library at Winchester. Mr. J. 5. 
Furley presided over a representative gathering of citizens and mem- 
bers of the Corporation staff. The presentation, which was primarily 
from his colleagues at the Guildhall, and also from users of the 
library and members of the general public, tcok the form of a 
pocket wallet containing a cheque, and a pipe. , 

Mr. CHARLES NoweLt, Deputy Librarian of Norwich, and 
formerly of the Coventry Libraries, has been appointed City 
Librarian, Coventry, The selected candidates were Messrs. Kent 
(Glasgow), Grey (Warwick), and Sidwell (Coventry). Mr. Kent 
was prevented by illness from attending the interview. 


A MEMORIAL TO THE LATE HENRY P. N. DIXON. 

A brief but impressive ceremony took place in the Technical 
Library of Saint Bride Foundation Institute on the 25th Jan. 
The occasion was the unveiling by Percy Squire, Esq., Chairman of 
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the Governing Board, of a tablet in memory of Lieut. Henry P. N. 
Dixon, late chief assistant in the Technical Library. 

Almost immediately after the outbreak of war, Mr. Dixon joined 
the 24th London Regiment, “ Queens,”’ and soon saw active service 
in France, where he attained the rank of sergeant. In 1916 he 
entered a cadet school, gained his commission, and was gazetted 
to the Northumberland Fusiliers. He was last seen on September 
2nd, 1917, going over the top at the head of his platoon, on which 
day he was wounded, and died in the hands of the enemy two days 
later. 

Mr. Dixon received his professional training in the Croydon 
Public Libraries, and was appointed to Saint Bride’s in 1913. He 
was a man of exceptional merit and ability, and one whom the 
profession could ill afford to lose. 

The tablet, which was unveiled in the presence of the Governors 
and the staff of the Institute, was the work of Messrs. Swain and 
Son. The proceedings closed with a brief address and prayer by 
the Rev. A. Taylor, Vicar of Saint Bride's. 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 

Hype (BorovuGH). Twenty-seventh Annual Report of the 

Librarian, Oct., 1920—Sept., 1921. 
LIBRARIAN: John Chorton. Population, 33,437. Stock: 17,310 
(of which 1,926 are in the Reference Library. Issues: 97,504 
(including 19,714 from the Juvenile Library and 5,644 from the 
Reference Library). Income: £1,165 (deficit of £64), from rates, 
£1,000. Expenditure: Books, binding, and periodicals, £246; 
salaries, {594 ; fabric charges, £429. 

This year’s work is the most satisfactory to be recorded so far—a state 
of affairs that we are pleased to note. The daily average shows a considerable 
increase and the stock has been augmented to the extent of 494 volumes, 
exclusive of a number of valuable gifts. Chief of these is a splendid collection 
of 10,416 items of music presented by the Philharmonic Society. 

The November issue of the Bulletin of the British Library of 
Political Science contains a most interesting bibliography of 
“ Travellers’ Descriptions of Great Britain,” compiled by Mr. 
Sidney Webb. 

NortHampron (County BorouGu). Annual Report, Nov., 

1920, to Oct., 1921. 
LIBRARIAN: Reginald W. Brown. Income and Expenditure : 
no statement. Stock: Lending, 26,174; juvenile, 2,791; 
reference, 17,970. Issues: Lending, 276,987; juyenile, 32,132; 
reference, 31,752. 

‘ The year has been a very busy one. The total issues have risen from 
332,611 to 340,876, a net increase of 8,265. . . . Theadvance in the reference 
library (6,068) is due to the increased use made of the books in the Commercial 
section. A healthy interest, no doubt created and evidenced through the 
maintainance of the scries of Chamber Concerts, has been evinced in the 


Jackson Music Library. . . . The advance in the non- -fictional classes is 
undoubtedly the direct result of the new classification scheme introduced 
just over a year ago. . . An important advance in the provision of local 


literature was made on October 7th, when the Mayor of Northampton opened 
the Local Room. This room, which now contains nothing but local litera- 
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ture, is open to the public at certain times during each day. In the mornings 
the room will be available to teachers and scholars who may wish to make 
use of it for the purpose of studying local history.’’ In addition to the concerts 
several lectures and exhibitions have been arranged, including a lecture on 
the life and poetry of John Clare, by Mr, Edmund Blunden. 


REVIEWS. 


LiBRARY OF ConGREss. A List of American Doctoral Dissertations, 
printed in 1918. [With additions to the previous lists of 1914, 
1916, and 1917.] Prepared by Katharine Jacobs, pp. 200. 8vo, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, 1921. 35c. 

The Dissertation in America is not by any means the great ‘thing it is in 
European and Continental Countries, as American Universities seem to be 
moulded, in that respect at least, more on the English model. However, we 
have here a full-dress catalogue of 360 theses printed during 1918, together 
with a classified catalogue and a subject index, the whole in the excellent 
and comprehensive manner which we always get from the Library of Congress. 
Book Auction Recorps. A priced and annotated record of London, 

Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and American Book Auctions. 

Vol. 18, 1920-21. pp. 822. Stevens, Son, and Stiles, London, 1921. 

Once again we have the pleasure of welcoming our o'd friend B.A.R., 
without which no librarian’s or bookseller’s reference shelves is complete, 
Prefixed by interesting articles on the Literary Associations of HaJifax by 
Frank Haigh; Jaggard Jottings by Capt. J. W. Jaggard; on Co-operative 
Cataloguing ; and on the Milton-Lauder Controversy, by V. F. Boyson, and by 
several pages of genial chaff by the editor, Mr. Henry Stevens. We find the 
body of the volume contains no less than 16,764 records cf book prices during 
the season. The index to the four alphabets occupies over 100 pages in 
double columns. A fine contribution to the priced records of books. 

Brown, Zaidee, revised by Anna G. Hall, DrRECTIONS FOR THE 
LIBRARIAN OF A SMALL LIBRARY, cr. 8vo, pp. 48, wrappers. 
The H. W. Wilson Company, 1921. 2s. net. 

This little woik of less than 50 pages will be most useful for school 
librarians, and for use in small rural libraries. It deals briefly but in a com- 
prehensive manner with all the practical details of library work, including 
sections on Classification, Cataloguing, Book Selection, Mending and Repair, 
Reference Department, Statistics, Library Publicity, etc. The book is pub- 
lished for the League of Library Commissions. 

Dana, John Cotton, ON BuyinG AND UsinG Print, Practical 
Suggestions from a Librarian to the Business Man. Cr. 8vo, 
pp. 64, wrappers. The H. W. Wilson Company, 1921. 3s. net. 
How the business man can get the best results from the use of printed 

information of every kind is the subject of Mr. Dana’s suggestive pamphlet. 

The Newark Business Branch is an essential part of the commercial life of 

Newark, N.J., and its manifold uses described in the work before us should 

give a number of new ideas to librarians and business men on this side of the 

Atlantic. Mr. Dana makes some helpful suggestions on the intelligent use 

of reference books, maps, commercial literature, etc., in offices and factories, 

and the advantages of using the resources of the Public Library to their full 


extent. 


“THE INTERNATIONAL INDEX.” 

With the idea of increasing its usefulness to librarians in this 
country, the publishers of The International Index have decided 
to add at the end of the current year about one hundred English 
and Continental periodicals to those already indexed. The support 
of librarians will be helpful in making the proposed additions as 
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comprehensive as possible, and it is asked that librarians will send 
a list of the chief English and Continental periodicals on their 
shelves to Grafton and Co., Coptic House, 7 and 8, Coptic Street, 
London, W C.1., stating which they would find it most useful to 
have included. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THe Epitor, Library World, January 12, 1922. 
SIR, 

I have just been looking over the November, 1921, number of 
The Library World, and something in your Editorial moves me to 
write you. You speak of the strange ignorance of prominent 
Englishmen regarding libraries for children in England, and you 
say that “Apparently some American lady said somewhere that 
no such libraries existed in England, and this has been made the 
slogan of the moveiment.” Following tis sentence your editorial 
takes rather a bitter tone toward the pretensions of American 
librarians, and some of your subscribers may read into your remarks 
the idea that the “American lady ’’ mentioned represents American 
librarians, who must all be uninformed regarding your work with 
children. 

It would be especially unfortunate to have this impression get 
aoroad, for the above ‘ American lady ’’ is no sense represents 
American librarians. She was, in fact, last year politely but 
officially told by the American Library Association that the Asso- 
ciation could not co-operate with her in a plaa she had proposed 
relative te childrev’s libraries. I was Chairman of the Committee 
appointed to investigate and report on the plan, and I know whereof 
I speak. 

All this might seem too trivial to notice, but since bitter prejudices 
sometimes grow from little rankling things I cannot, as a lover of 
England, pass this thing over without writing you. If we of the 
professional classes, especially of the library profession, do not 
try to help good feeling between England and America, what hope 
is there left in the world ? 

Nearly eleven years ago I had the great happiness of a little journey 
in England. I had supposed, from reading some English library 
periodicals, that English librarians had a decided prejudice against 
American children’s librarians. What was my surprise and pleasure 
to find, when I visited the libraries of several large cities, the most 
cordial interest in our work, with no inclination to label all American 
children’s librarians sentimentalists because some plainly are 
gushers.”” 

I wish we English and American librarians might know one 
another better. I hoped that an article I wrote for an English 
periodical, The Landmark of May, 1920, might help a bit the cause 
of children’s libraries in England. 

If you will come to America to visit us, we librarians will show 
you how warmly we feel toward our English library ‘‘ cousins.” 


Yours, etc., CLarA W. Hunt, 
American Library Association, 
Children's Libraries Section 


The Coptic Series for Librarians. 


In the Press— 
REVISED EDITION OF MR. W. BERWICK SAYERS’ IMPORTANT 
STANDARD WORKS ON LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION, 


“ Intropuction To LiprARY CLASSIFICATION,” embodying “ Tax Smont 
mn PRACTICAL CLASSIFICATION” and Canons oy 
applied to “ The Subject” “ The Expansive,” “The Decimal,” and “The 
Library of Congress Classifications.”’ 

Cloth. 108, net. 


Now 


THE FILM: Its Use in Popular Education. By M. Jackson Wrigley. With 
a Foreword by The Rt. Hon. Sir Gilbert Parker, Bart., and an Introduc~ 
tion by Walter A. Briscoe, FAxA,, City Librarian of Nottingham 


“ Wo one can read or without let into many freth and 
spas ive fancy, that * The 


ultable jw M. 
ackson Wrigley, likely to time." — inemetegraph b 


GRAFTON & Co., 
COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 6, COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.0.1. 


NEW. PUBLICATIONS 


DIRECTIONS FOR THE LIBRARIAN OF A SMALL 
LIBRARY, by Zaidee Brown. 
Cr. 8vo, rappers, 2s. net. 
ON BUYING AND USING PRINT, Practical Suaieaond! from 
a Librarian to the Business Man, by John Cotton Dana. 
Cr. 8vo, wrappers, 3s. net. 


STYLE BOOK, A lation of Rules Governing the Style 
Used in Set ting the “Patlications of the H. W. Wilson Company. 
Cr. 8vo, wrappers, 3s. net. 


SELECTED ARTICLES ON INDEPENDENCE FOR THE 
PHILIPPINES (Abridged Debater’s Handbook Series), cem- 
piled by Julia E. Johnsen. 

Cr. 8yo, wrappers, 4s. cd. net. 


THe W. Company, 
GRAFTON & CO., COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & & COPTIC ST. 
LONDON, W.C.1. 
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Printed for Subscribers only. 


A CATALOGUE OF BOOKS 
DEALING WITH ARITHMETIC 


up to and including 1500. 
Compiled by R. A. PEDDIE 
( Author of “Conspectus Incunabulorum,” etc.) 


The two existing bibliographies dealing with early arithmetics 
are neither of them of much use for the period previous to 
1501. De Morgan’s Bibliography is nothing more than a 
sketch of this period, and Smith’s “ Rara Arithmetica,” although 
excellent for the books in Mr. Plimpton’s collection, is not 
by any means exhaustive. 


In Mr. Peppre’s list, not only are the separate arithmetical 
books listed, but an attempt has been made to include every 
work which has a section dealing with the subject. Full 
Bibliographical references are given, and as many known 
copies as possible are registered in order to facilitate research. 


Edition strictly limited to the number 
of copies subscribed. 
Royal 8vo ; wrappers. Price {1 Is. net. 


Intending subscribers are requested to register their orders 
immediately, as the work will not be put in hand until a 
sufficient number of subscriptions has been obtained to justify 


the printing of the Bibliography. 
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